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who are long of learning to speak the tongues of certain birds
to eat.1
It is much less easy to say why fern seed is supposed
to impart a knowledge of the language of animals. In a
Thiiringen story a hunter procures fern seed by shooting at
the sun at noon on Midsummer Day ; three drops of blood
fall down, which he catches on a white cloth, and these
drops of blood are the fern seed.2 If we could suppose that
the blood thus falling from the sky was the blood of birds,
all would be plain. But still this would not explain the
special association of fern seed with Midsummer Day. From
this association, coupled with the fact that the hunter shoots
at the sun at noon on this day of all days in the year, it is
difficult to avoid the conclusion that fern seed has a solar
connexion. It would seem to be the blood of the sun rather
than of birds.3 But if this is so, why should it convey a
knowledge of the language of animals ?
1  H.   Vambery,   Das   Tiirkenvolk,     und Lieder der Herzogthumer Schles-
p. 218.                                                    uuig-Holstein und Lauenburg, No. 492.
2  L.  Bechstein,   Thiiringer Sagen-         3 Kuhn supposed that the fern is an
buchz (Leipzig, 1885), No. 161 ;   Id.,     embodiment of the lightning (Herab-
JDeutsch.es Sagenbuch, No. 500.    For     kunft des Feuers* p. 194 sgq.).    But
drawing blood by shooting at the sun,     this  would leave its connexion with
compareK.Mullenhoff,SagentMarchen      Midsummer Day as mysterious as ever.